whether the waving males were sending more than a visual message (p.·1243).
When the team monitored the crabs' courting behaviour in the lab, they realised that the males rarely resorted to waving, and then only when the female was out of reach behind a plastic mesh. And when they visualised fluid flows around a crab with a thin plane of laser light, the team saw that the waving male generated a strong jet of water with his paddle-shaped legs. Kamio and his colleagues suspect that having located a female hidden in a clump of grass, the male entices her out of her hidey-hole with a pheromone message carried on the jet of water generated by his waving legs.
